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In nee ~e is uing tha strati! 111. ootaiu l) • o under· 
&round roc n generate :trt clectnc nnl, winch tn rum can 
10uise column or air aboq: the roc · The ionised oolwnn 
would mo'-e through the atmosphere as the lu. of r.1in 
moved underground. ntl tbe ionised, ir. can glow, ta ' ng. on 

nape, OOOrdin 10 'Per :inser, in1itnr tO lh I pOpular! ' 
ascribed tom ll)' U.l o~ th ll U into the c:.~te,gory ofU1\P. 

Brian Orndy tt the L. fLn ·• u of Mine- in C<llorado has put 
the cnec d dl d by l\.:.r.-ill,SCl tO the tc !. llr ubjeded 
unntili ,of utlltt m'SUll to pre 1re imilnr to those ~"'tlr· 

nn in ncti''C f:nlll,..Ones in the l:.nnh' crw;t, and he found 
tbat 1he pieLO-Clectric cllcct Jid i nduCl' ' i ible ioni tion of 
·the urrount.ling air, ju 1 :1.s Per ... inger pre licte<'l. · 

Persi!J$er h s suggested a lar number ol con qucn 
shoUld his theorv .irideec.l ·correct. r:or e.-..:ample, \ig,bti n,gs of 
l11\ P should be·concentmteo a.ouud acth l: fault 1.0r c ; th rc 
should be more in hill) terrain; n.: n oi~ '"ith thdr atttncJant 
su on the rock: &bould be focal point for the- dfC"Ct; :tnd 
l.he pa gc of rna of air, ucb ~ cold front$, "hOuld 
release an 1rain tl1at mn • 
haH· built up. 

Pcrsi user' ll) (>OthC!-h th u 
oont. ins wtJ:u h," long ~.en 
demande;J of ufolo ": 3 
tb •Y pable either of 
·~ tion or !rusificmion. 
,_ er Pemnger nor Bmd • 
is n ufol · bul certain 
UrQ researt"hers ha\C C'OIDC 
to recognise the im rta.ncl' 
o t eir "'06 nd t bout 
\'f!rif~ingh. I ul Devereu: , e. 
Briti!h J rcher into li__.::.,:_:~~:r..ltl•lil•w 
"Earth m¥,t.teries", 1n' rc-
t'Cntl. pibli ed t1:e ·Its ol hi' prdiminary "tud) r Farth 
UglllS. Turn one. 198:l). I 1e attempt., to sho'" that there 1s a 
ci&iUficant oorrela•'rm I t' rcen uve fault wn- in Brit in 
~ild e."'C4ll'.A~e.~e t.JFOs ~,: m sr c. eu • .~. 

, e nrca u.. t filu J 972 rcco !'l. ~ • O• of 
rr.:Ju~· Ul 0 'ght.in i in the: Pl:!loine footitilb ~urrounding 
I eed nod Manch~ tter, an nre:t that also has a htgh concen­
tration of aCthc faul • Local inhabitant and police forces 
t:l]J.; ofa lurninou ~erial phrnnmcnon, kno"n a the "m; -
tt'l) heliooptrr' ' bec:luse of its tow-Jeo,cl manocuHabihty, 
(Surprhiogly, Dc'c.:~cu' found that thi(i was llle onl~ ar~ of 
active fault"> that dtd not ha'e a marked number of U J-0 
report , but thic; ~~m to be a result ofh1s patchy methods of 
ohtainin • data.) 

•
research completed this )Car, one of us (Randles) has 

su . o t~atthe "m~ tc~ hch<;_opter'' i a t)pical_9•\P.and has 
'enficd 1n the field a u~tanttal nomherofPer;tnger pOStu­
lates. f'or e\ample, the .stud\' ho'"s a correlation bct~L-cn 
lc,c:ls of ~ightin and the thlckne'-' of quartJ-be.lring rock; 
that the most acthe faults. such as the Cra,cn fracture. tend 
tO produce the mo t spectacular U J 0 conccntr.nion in loc:U 
fillKiorc; th:u there is~ dtrect a-.'OCiation bet'"een the lights 
and the presence of reservoirs; and clear iodlcatJonc, that lllc 
L'AP entails atmo pbcric ioni~t10n There are even sug­
gc.:,tion'> th:H Pe~ingcr· idea that '"eat her sy terns can trigger 
UAP mi~t be rcali ti . ' I hi rc.<;ean:h '"til he pubh hed m 
The l't nmn~ Ul·O _.\fy 1cn• (Granada) this .:;pnng. 

It i inter· tin& that Rutlrdge' studv of a bilJ area in 
.Mh.souri appears abo tO illu ti.ttc !-oe\crnl of Pe£"\inger'.s 
pre licted features. ,\ nd i it merel) ooincid ·nee that the t~o 
completed studi in lllc field both r \Oht: around hilly 
tc~tn1 ju t 3S ~crs· nger sugge. ~ed? We helie'e that t~cse 
prehmmary (itUdie- trong.l~ tndJC'ate that here, at l~t. t a 
valid thea() for some UFO phcnomen.a, a_nd that what \\ C 

haH~ called L' 1\P<, C'.tn no'" he te<;ted scteouficall). • 
While thi' search for a ph~sical basis to t.hc l ' J·O phenom­

enon has heeo contmumg. there hac; been parallel research 
into another a(Opect. ThtS categOI)' is much more contro-

'ccial 3nd inhen·nllr implausible, ns it con 
abduction of hum ns on bol rd a U 0. '1 bd'Uctors are 
V.piro.Uy_ dl· rtbcd .. alien bein .. and the I 0 a 

p :ship~. ~no UFO researChers ha\ come to feC9&1lise 
tb.al these , •nc a.r<.- t:" nti:llh• subJeot.h . RJuu1l tor ex· 
mple found thal \\hiJe fOTO • C'\ UonsofU p, lhen-.e.ro 

number of'"itn per Jghtin " bouL 2·6, thi,) number 
fell dt mati lh• lor nhJuction' to an 'en 01 onh• 1•3. 
A no the more bi7:trre the nlle&ed nlxhtction., the clo • r this 
figur tended to'~ rd 1·0, or tolal ubjeclh'U)'· 

Pcr:-;inscr hn ugg· ted that th · rcpo:t! mi.Mt ~ 
hnllucinnuon instilfeu into the ' iwesses bY the effect of 
ioni.sin r:ldi:nion i.n clo prO . .\imhy. "J1te WO · 01 me U£ 0 
i"' tig: tO.I":'i h also ~ho"''D 3pp:lrent comparisons between 
the ph) iolor,it'3.l ell'ect of ctose contact '"ilh UFO :tnd 
tempor.u lobe cnilcp '· Thi might support Pcrsi~r·s 
h) pothesi • a might ,the faa thnt the only recent bduction 
rcfM)ned in the Pl:nnine a.rc:1 ' rrro on lht Cra\'ell !ault. 

M . O\\htl~ t\hin 1.~1" · n, profi· r of Engli h at 
Cahfornta tate Uni'l:~in·, and bis oolleaguc, William 
\jcClll, 3 med.ical hypnoti t., h.\· cnti<';n·mm:i.i to pro'e 
whtthcr the detail~ o0mrmones "Jbout :~Wuction cn!l be C\· 
pJ:~ineJ purely in teru.1 ,of the p ''Cholo • o: tbe percipient. 
"1 hio; "'Ould be tbe C'.i\t~ ifind~ed tlte e\' nts were in,'Oluntnry 
bnllucinntionc;, In their initial ''Or l.:n\ 'SOU:tnd McCall put 
imasin:nheindhidu!ll ree.nedfort l oflJFO uo,1edge 
or interc t, into 3 ~tate of controlled hypno ·e The subjects 
"ere !.hen asked to hnlluc.inat UJ 0 abduction. nd thl 
r rche.h romp:tr~ the results \\i th memories ofwlegedh 
real nbductio. n 'I he'' follnd mar ·ed poin o similarity. · 

L3t t tc ts ... m to indic:ne a 100 1 rent correlatiou 
bet~ c.:tn OCrutin od~ ofnbdUCUOD imnt.~:J}' UG the 'Way e 
subjc~.:t wa.s born. Iftxm b • n3rural mc.an .... 'rH.: tbject" entry 
into the UI·O "ill nc,~;r be imagined as b'' wa}' Of bri@• 
(\plo .. ion of light; if born hy surgical mean{, the entry •• 
nc:,.cr be b' tramport along 3 tube l'f tur1nel. ~ ~ n y 

th ' nletli ,., )f e ll I r ' ' em • 
r t.u!ld u fw\"ed c:ma: · • • ;GlO tl1 '\.•rld ~birO ex of iJo 
..... , ca , o Ute irtb r. 10 lhe norrurJ y. 

me p:,.) holo • "t5 till di pute the e:-.~rimen~ o.f'Low n 
and fc:Call . The' argue lhat thtre b no i ntkpcndent proof 
that an indi,iduii i C3pable of remem rin the birth pro­
~s. Rut, it main possible that the ima er) • construct 

ha:.ed upon that JXMn·-. 
memory(:1 latertoJd to him) 
ofhi procc-. of birth . lfthis 
ic; true tht·n there may be a 
loophole for the tb r\'; a 
case" hen.• an indh idual: for 

me r~~son or 9nOther, such 
a'> ht:!ing ahandoned at binh, 
ne'er di -o\l· how he \\';l(i 
born, nor has opponurut\' to 
9 sorb uch mformaiion 
uncon "'iously '"hik a }'OUng 
chlld 

We ha\'e not intended in 
tbJ article to pro' c any 

specific origm for UFO phenomena, or to 3ppc.:al to the Si.:J­
entific commumt) for greater rc rx-ct. Rm the ,1\lue ClfLTO 
rcsc:trch to scicnc • docs seem cle-M. It i a cr~..UL<:clplinar. 
topic, o0cring data in field a dh er)(! 3S the p )ChOio · of 
perception, hallucinations, sociolo • of belief, aun n eric 
ph' ics, geophLi and !IC\Cr.tl othen. I hat would 3pJ')C3r to 
m:tke it '"orth.; hile for science to be a littlt' more leoicol .,..i th 
the serious u~o rcscan:hers and their data. 0 

Jenny Randles Oir8C1or of invetitiget!OOS b the B;ritish Uf 0 AHearetl 
Assooauoo and was co-aumot >Mth Peter Wamngton of UFOs· .A 
Brit1Sil V.~t~wpoint(Roben Hale~~ ReaderS 'WOO WOIJid ~keto help trle 
authors to researCh the more a ~s o! UfOs tn pertic:Uar the 
"Uflldootlflod atmospheric ptoeOOmena", are IOVTted to wme to Jeony 
Randles at 9 Cro6held Ad Somerville, WaAasey, Wrral L44 9E~Hi::' ::::::=...:U 


